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|  TotheRi ht Revermd Father in God Hemp; ,, 
Lord Bilhop of gu ages of His Majeſty 9 
Moſt Honourable Privy Council. 


Myr LoRD, 


OUR Lordſhip having fo onified our Pleaſure that the 
Sermon which you heard, when you did us the Ho- 


nour to be preſent at the Opewng of our Pariſh Church, ſhould 
be made publick, ; notwithſtanding my Averſeneſs to print any 
thing in Engliſh ; yet out of ajuſt Senſe both of that Obedience 
which Towe to Tou as my Biſhop, and of that Kindneſs which 
1 have received from you. as my Patron, I have now done it, 
', and herewith make bold to preſent it to You. What Effef a 
| Dzſcourſe of this Nature will have upon the Minds of thoſe 
who ſhall have ſo much Patience as to read it, 1 know not. 
But muſt leave that to ham who hath the Hearts of all Men 
{wn his Hand, My Subjet# I am ſure ts goed and neceſſary c 
And as for my 642 a prattical way of handling it, it is 
that which my Text requireth, in that it commanaeth that in 
'* our Chriſttan Congregations, All things be done to Edifying? 
So that unleſs I had endeavoured to ſuit it to the Capacities of 
all there preſent, and to make it as edifying as 1 could unto 
them, my Sermon bad been a Contradittion to my Text: Aud 
beſides that, 1 had loſt my Deſign in preaching it * Which was, 
to convince thoſe eſpecially, whoſe J ouls, under your Lordſhip, 
are committed to my Care and CondaBs, of the Excellency 
and Uſefulneſs of the C ommon-Prayer, and fo to per- 
ſwade them to the conſtant and conſciencious uſe of it 3 not ' 
becauſe it 1s conformable tothe Dofrine » Diſcipline, _ Pr a- 
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by the Laws both of our Church and State (though they alſq 
be very great Reaſons ) but lchewiſe becauſe of that extraordi- 
nary Benefit and Advantage which they would recerve from 
it, for the edifying of their Souls in whatſoever ts neceſſary 
to ther Eternal Salvation. 

I am very ſenſtble, that much more might have been ſaid 
apon this excellent Subjefs, But mtending no more than a plain 
Sermon upon the occaſion, 1 was forced to omit many things, 
and to confine my ſelf to ſuch only, which were moſt obvious, 
and ſeemed the moſt neceſſary for People to know and prattice, in 
order to their berng reconciled unto, and eatfied by our Publick 
Prayers. And if upon your peruſal of that little which Ibhave 


faid, you ſhall find any thing not agreeable to the Dofrime of 


our Charch, 1 humbly ſubmit it to your Lordſhips Judgment 
and Cenſure ; only defuring that you would be as ready to 
pardon, as 1 am to retratt it. 

My Lok vb, 

I have one Requeſt more to make unto Tou, which is that as 
Tou was the occaſion of my printing this Sermon, ſo you would 
be pleaſed to accept of it now it 1s printed ; And if, by the 
Bleſſmg of Almighty God, it may contribute any thing to thoſe 


great Ends, which Tou comtinually proſecute with ſo great Wiſ- 


dom and Prudence, with ſuch exemplary Care and Diligence 
in the Management of that high Office which he hath called you 
to, even to the Glory of his great Name,the Good of his Church 


Soy, WO GR, 
and. the Salvation of the Souls of Men, tis all that ts defired by 
My Loko, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt Humble 
and moſt Obedient Servant: 


W1LLIAM BEVER1IDGE, 


i 


Let all phings be dome fo edifhing. 


' HEN Jades Macchabens had new: built the 
Altar,, and repaired thei Temple at deruſa- ; 
yy _ lamatterit had been Polluted and laid waſte 
2 2 1. for Three Years together:; ahe-Church of 
God, at. that. time ani place rejoyved fo:much)at-ir, 'that 
they DN the Dedication. 'of it Eight days, and ordered 
that the{ame ſhould be obſerved every'year ;x' Matcab.g. 59. 
And ſo we find it was in our Saviour's time © For he him- 
{clf was; pleaſed: to honour i that Feftival, though only: of 
Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, with his'ownt Preſence ;Jobj30.p2. 
In the like manner, we-of this! Pariſh Have Cauſe rs be 
tranſported with, Joy.and Gladnels, and to Fend this day 
in praiſing ,and adoring the moſt high-God,: for that our 
Church, which hath lan. waſte for above-five times Three 
years, is yew. at laſt rebuilt ; and fitted again! for - his 
Worthip-and 'Service.: For- what-the :Altar:andi[Temple 
were wato-the Fews then, the ſame :will our Church be tn- 
to us now. Did they there offer up their Sacrifices uitto 
' God-as Typesof the Death of Chrift? We ſhall here\Com- 
3 memorate-the ſaid Death of Chriſt, typified by thoſe Sacri- 
EF Re Dig they cbmerfrom all parts:of Sides to WorſhipGod 
here: $0 ſhall we; hope; come from all'parts of this Pa- 
rſh to WorſhipGod -heve; Vas the Temple'an Houle of 
Prayer to thetn? $0.15 this Church! to us. Was thar the 
lace;where God, according to his Promiſe, came unto his 
zople:to bleſs them ?. I do: not doubt but he will do the 
ms 16,4548 this: Place; if wezcome untolit, and carry our 
the placewhere all-chings were" performed that could f 


we 
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be very great Reaſons ) but likewiſe becauſe of that extraordi- 


nary Benefit and Advantage which they would receive from 


t, for the edrf yung of their Souls in whatſoever ts neceſſary 
to thetr Eternal Salvation. 


I am very ſenſible, that much more might have been faid 


apon this excellent Subjett, But mtending no more than a plain 
Sermmm upon the occaſion, 1 was forced to omit many things, 
and to confine my ſelf to ſuch only, which were moſt obvious, 
and ſeemed the moſt neceſſary for People to know and praftice, in 
order to their being reconciled unto, and eaified by our Publick 
Prayers. And if upon your peruſal of that little which I have 


faid, you ſhall fmd any thing not agreeable to the Doftrine of 


our Charch, 1 humbly ſubmit it to your Lordſhips Judgment 
and Cenſure ; only defuring that you would be as ready to 
pardon, as 1 am to retrats it. 

My Lokob, 

I have one Requeſt more to make unto Tou, which ts, that as 
Tou was the occaſum of my printing this Sermon, ſo you would 
be pleaſed to accept of it now it 1s printed ; And if, by the 
Bleſſmg of Almighty God, it may contribute any thing to thoſe 


great Ends, which Tou cmtinually proſecute with ſo great Wiſe 


dom and Prudence, with ſuch exemplary Care and Diligence 

in the Management of that high Office which he hath called you 

to, even to the Glory of his great Nameythe Good of his Church, 
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. 'T HEN Jagdss Macchabeus chad new: built the | 
Altar,, and repaired thei Temple at Hkieruſa- | 
L / J#matter it had been Polluted and laid waſte 
\ -.> ..: :. far Three Years together:; rhe-Church of 

God. at. that. time anid place rejoyved fo.muchat-it, that 
they kept the Dedication. 'of it Right days, and ordered 
that thelame ſhould be obſerved every'year ;x' Maccab.h. 39. 
And {o we find it was in our Saviour's time ! For he him- 
{zlf was; pleaſed: to honour i that Feftival, though only: of 
Eccleſiaſtical Ja{titution, with hiszowni Preſence ;Job;10.22% 
In  the.like manner, we-of this: Pariſh have-Gauſe'to be 
tranſported with, Joy.ahd Gladneſs, 'and to Fpend thisday 
in pratfing and adoring the moſt high-God,: for that our 
Church, which hath lam waſte for above. five times Three 
years, is Bew at laſt rebuilt; and fitted again! for - his 
Worthip and 'Service:: For- what:the 'Altariand3Demple 
were nato-the Fews: then, the ſame will our Church be Unt- 
to us now. Did they there offer up 'their-Sacrifices uito 
God-as Typesof the Death of Chrift? We ſhall here\Chm- 


z memorate-the ſaid Death of Chriſt, typified by thoſe Sacri- 
| 65% Did chey comerrom all parts-of Fudes to-WorthipGod 
4 herc?.$0 ſhallwez Lhope;. come from all 'parts of this Pa- 

riſh to WorſhipGod heve, Was the Temple'an Houſe of 
Prayer to theth'? $0 is :this Church to us. Was that the 
laceiwhere God, according to his Promiſe, came unto his 
2ople to bleſs them'?: I' do: not doubt but he will do the 
ms t@ 41548 this: Place; if we:come unto'ir, and carry.our 
the. placewhere all-chings were! performed that could i f 
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e Excellency' and Uſefulneſs 
way conduce to the ecilying of God's People,as things then 
ſtood ? The fame may be ſaid of our Church,as things now 
ſtand, For whatſoever 1s, or can be Neceſlary to the edi- 
ſying of our Souls here, and fo to their Eternal Salvation 
hereafter, is clearly and fully comprehended 1n thoſe ſeve- 
ral Offices, which according tothe Laws of the Land, are 
now to be performed 1n this place. Neither is there any 
thing contatnedin any ofthem, but what doth really con- 
duce to theſe great Endsand Purpoles. 

But this being athing which is denied by ſome,and under- 


ſtood but by few amongſt us, I ſhalt eadeavour to explain 


and demonſtraterunts all.. Which I: chuſe to do at this time; 
becauſe 'tis-the-moſt/proper Subje& I could think of for this 
Occaſion. For: unleſs what 1s'to benow done in this place, 
will an{wer. the ends wherefore it is ereQed, all the Coſts 
and Charges that have been laid out *upon it ; will be to 
no;purpole: at-all;:'' But 1f it can be fully made our, That 
the Service,which is here to be performed,doth highly con- 
duceto' the: Advancementof God's Glory and/your Happi- 
neſs,the great Ends wherefore {uch'places are erefted, then 
you cannot but acknowledge that whatſoever any of you 
havecontributed towards it, is: the beſt Mony that you e- 
ver:{pent; and that this day wherein the ſaid Service is be- 
gun to be performed 1n- it, is one of the' moſt joyful days 
that this Pariſh ever ſaw. 7Þ © lk | ALT C41 
This therefore, 1s that which I ſhall endeavour to prove 

at this time : And for that end I have choſea theſe Words 
for the Ground and Foundation of all that Tfhall-fay upon! 
this Subje&t, Let! all. things. be. done to Edifying. For the' 
right .underſtanding whereof, we. muft Know, rhat the 
Apoſtle having in this Chapter diſcourſed at targe concern- 
ing the way and manner of holding Chriſtian Aſſemblies, 
and having proved, that whatfoever:is there ſaid ought to 
be ſpoken ' in ſuch a Language, that-allthere preſent miy' 
underſtand, and {o-be «jjfied by it; beat laſt ſumms up the 
whole inthis Propoſition,; How:is 3t then Brethren ?- When ye 
cape, together, every one of you bath a Pſalm, hath a Dofrin, 
| Lee hath 
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_ of the Common-Prayer. 3 
hath a Tongue, hath a Revelation; hath an. Taterpretation \ Let 
all things be. done_unto Edifying.:. As if he:ſhould\have ſaid; 
whatſoever Gifts any of you have, or pretend to, yet when 
You meet together upon a Religious Account, for the Pub- 
ick Worſhip of God, take ſpecial care that all things'be 

there done, to the'Edifying ot all who are there preſent. 
From whence 1t 15 plain, that the Apoſtle lays downthis 
as ageneral Rule, neceſſary to be obſerved in all Chriſtian 
Congregarions: So that. whenſoever we meet together 
to Worſhip and Serve God; if any thing be there done 
x which 1s not, for our Edification;: we come ſhort. of this 
Rule, and ſo we dotoo, if any thing be there wanting that 
| may conduce to that end, For according to this Rule, 2s 
nothing 1s to be there done but what is for our Editying, {o 
alſo on the other fide, all things that are, or canbe for our 
Editying ought to be there done. LET 
But tor our better underſtanding the :true.ſeaſe and: pur- 
port of t]}15 Rule, it 15.neceſſary to conſider what. the Apo- 
{tle here means by ea;fying ; For which he muſt know, Thar 
all Chriſtians being, as the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, of the Houſ- 
hold of God, Built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
? phets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner Stone ; Eph. 
| 2. 19, 20; .'Hence whatſoever tends to the ſtrengthening, 
ſupporting,cementing, , or railing this Fabrick higher,what- 
ſoever it is whereby men, are; made more frm and ſolid 
Chriſtians, more holy and periect men than they are before, 
by that they are faid to be edifed. And therefore, it is a 
great miſtake for.men to think as many do, that they are 
edified by. what they hear, meerly becauſe:they know per- 
haps ſome little 'thimg which before they were ignorant of. 
For Kowleaz (as the Apoſtle ſaith) pay i ap, It Is Charity 
That edifieth ; 2 Cor. 8.1. And therefore, whatſoever know- 
ledg we attain to, we.cannot be ſaid to be edifiea by it, any 
further. than; as it influences our” Minds, excites our Love, 
and inclines our Hearts to,God:; and goodneſs. And thatthis 
isthe. true Notion ofeaf5-/2g, , 1s plain from the Apoſtles own 
Words ; where heſaith, Let no corrupt communication come 
EE | B 2 out 
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out' of your: mouths, . but that which is-for the aſe of: ed3fying, that 
it mayminifter Grace unto the. hearers; Epheſ: 4.29. wy from 
hence it is manifeſted, that that only is properly faid'toed#fe, 
that miniſters grace unto us ; whereby we are made more 
pure and:/holy. than-we were before. And therefore, we 
read of Edifyiag' our: ſelves in love, Ephel: 4; 16. md building 
up our ſelves inour moſt holy faith,” Jade 20. whichate'the trut 
graces that make up a real and true Chriſtian. 'And'nothing 
can be faid to edife, but what tendsto the exciting and 1n- 
creaſing ofthem : Until wecome (as the Apoltle faith) iz the 
nity of the faith, and.of the knowledge of the Sor of God, unto 
a perfect mai, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 
Chr: ; Ephel. 4. 12, x3. + Henee therefore, when the A- 
poſtle ſzith, Let all rhings be done to edifying, his meaning in 
brief is this, That in all our Chriſtian Aſſemblies, when 
we meet together to Worſhip/ and: ſerve God, all things 
there are to be-ſo 'doney' that we may return home wiſer, 
and.better-than we cate thither; With our Knowledge of 
God and'Chriſt increaſed; our Defiresenlarged, our Loye 
ioflamed, our Faith cotfirtned, all*our Graces quickened, 
and'{o our whole Souls made morehumble,more holy,more 
like to God, than they were before: * 
The Words being thus briefly-explained.T ſhalt now ap- 
ply them to our:pretear pugpoſe; andThew that-this Form 
ot Religious Worſhip, which is preferibed by 'our Church,e- 
ſabliſhed by the Laws of-the Land,;and therefore to be uſed, 
now in'this-place,agrees exactly with this Rule,or Canon of 
the holy Apoſtle;evers that a/l things in-it are dope to edifying. 
But before-we'/prove:that-that: Form in particular,which 
our Church hath preſetibed;,is agreeable ro this Apoſtolical 
Rule, it is neceſſary*o prove frlf, That the preſcribing. a 
Form in general is ſo. For unleſs the-preſeribinga Form in 
general; be according to this Rule, no Form'1n particular, 
that-is preſcribed, can poſſibly agree with'it. But now,that 
this:Rule-admits, yea,. re uiees -the* preſcribing of ſome 


Form, is evident from'theRule* it ſelf,” For the Apoſtle 
here commands the Chureh of Corinth;! and ſo all Provinci- 
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of theCommon-Prayer. a 4 
al Churches, to to-take' care that 1n- their Religious: Aﬀſem- 
blies allthines bes done to ts» - But how 1s it poſlible for 
any Provincial Church to lee that this! be done, except ſhe 
preſcribes ſome certain Form-for the doing, of it? If every 
Miniſter of a Pariſh ſhould be left to his own liberty. to do 
what he pleaſed in his own Congregation, although ſome 
perhaps might be ſo wiſe and prudentastooblerve:this Rule, 
| as well as they could, yet! confidering-. the Corruption of 
, Human Nature, we have much cauſe to: fear that others 
|. would not. At leaſt the Church could be no way {ecured 

that all would; and therefore mult needs be: obliged: to 
conſider of, and appoint ſome ſuch Form to. be: uſed in ail 
her Congregatiors,: by which ſhe may be fully aſſured, that 
this apoltolical Rule isevery where obſerved, as it 'oughtito 
be. And alchoughwe ſhould ſuppoic what can-never be ex- 
pected, that all the Clergy in every Province ſhould be as 
f wiſeand as good as they ought to be,yet it cannot he ſuppo- 
{:d thatevety one of them ſhould underftand what is for the 
Edification of the people as well as all together. And there- 
fore it muſt needs be acknowledged, that the ſureſt way to 
have this Rule-obſerved, 1s, for the Governotrs of every 
Church, and the whole Clergy, to meet together by their 
Repreſentatives, in a Synod:ot. Convocation, and there,up- 
on Mature Deliberation,agree upon fome ſuch Form, which 
they,in their Prudence. and Conſcienees judge tobe'accord- 
" 1g! to this Rule, whicls the Apoſtle: here lays down before 
them. 7 oth ronGet bag aos 
» And beſides that, the prefcribing-a Form wn general, is 
more for our Eaifyiag, than'to:leave every one: te:do what 
ſeemsgood in his own Eyes. ' We hayethe concurrent:Teſti- 
moay,- Experience, and Practice of the Univerſal Church; 
For we never read, or:hear of any! Church:in: the: World 
from the Apoltles days to ours, but what took this courle. 
'Fhough all have-not uſed the ſame; yetno Church but have. 
uſed ſome. Form or other. - Andtherefore; for-any Man to 
lay, that'it is'not lawful, or :not_expedient,-or-not {0 cdi- 
fying,.:to ule:.a Form of Prayer in the: Publick Worſhip If 
1152 God, 
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6 The Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
God, is tocontradi& the general ſenſe of Chriſtianity, to 
condemn the Holy Catholic Church; and to make himſelf 
wiſer than all Chriſtians that ever were before him. Which, 
whatſoever it may be thought now, was always heretofore 
reckoned one of the greateſt Sins and Follies that a Man 
could be guilty of. 

Nay, more than all this too: For this 1s not only to make 
a Man's ſelf wiſer thanall Chriſtians, but wiſer than Chriſt 
himſelf : For itfimpoſſible to preſcribe any Form of Prayer 
1n morePlain and expreſs Terms than he hath done it, where 
he faith ; When ye Pray, ſay, Our Father which art in Hea- 
ven, &c, Luke 11.2. And I hope none here preſent but 
will acknowledg that Chriſt, by whomalone we can be e- 
dified, knows better what is, or what 1snot for our edifica- 
tion,: than we, or all the Men in the World can do. And 
therefore,ſeeing hehath not only preſcribed a Form of Pray- 
er for his Diſciples to uſe, but hath expreſly commanded * 
them to uſe it, we,who profeſs our ſelves tobe his Diſciples, 
ought to reſt fully ſatisfied in our Minds, that uſing of a 
Form of Prayer, is not only lawful, but much more for our 
edifying, than'it is poſſible for any other way of Praying to 
be. | 
The ſame may be proved allo from the nature of the 
thing it felf, by {ach Arguments, which donot only demon- 
ſrate that it isſo, but likewiſe ſhew how it comes to be ſo. 
For,Firſt,in order to our being edified,{o as to be made bet- _ 
ter and holier, whenſoever we meet together upon a Religi- 
ous account, it is neceſſary that the ſame good and holy things 
be always inculcated and-preſled upon us after one and the 
ſame manner, | For we cannot but all find by our own ex- 
zrience, how difficult it is'to faſten anything that is truly 
good, either:'upon our ſelves or others, and that itis rarely, 
if ever effefted, without frequent repetitions of it. What- 
ſoever good' things we hear only once, or now and then, 
though perhaps upon the hearing. of them, they may ſwim 
for a while in our Brains, yet they ſeldom fink down into 
our Hearts,ſo as to move and {way the AﬀeCtions, as'it is ne- 
ceſlary 
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ceſfary they ſhould, do,. in order to our being editied by 
them. Whereas, by a Szt Form of Publick Devotions 
rightly Compoſed, as we are continually put in mind of 
all things neceſſary for us to know, or do,lo Mit always is 
done by the ſame words and expreſſions, which by their 
conſtant. uſe will imprint the things themſelves ſo firmly in 
cur minds, that it will be no eafie matter to obliterate or 
race them out; but do what we can, they will ſtill occur 
upon all occaſions ; which cannot but be very much tor our 
Chriſtian Edifcation. Ps 
Moreover, \ that which conduceth to the quickning our 
Souls, and railing up our AﬀeCQtions in our publick Devoti- 
ons, mult needs be acknowledged to conduce much to our 
Edification. But it is plain, that-asto ſuch purpoſes a Ser 
Form of Prayer 1s an extraordinary help to us; for if I hear 
another Pray, and know not before-hand what he will ay, 
I muſt firſt liſten to what he will ſay;next ; then I am:to 
conſider, whether what he ſaith be agreeable to Sound Do- 
rin, and whether it be properand lawful for me to joyn 
with.him 1o the Petitions he puts up to God Almighty ; and 
it { think it is ſo,then I am todo 1t. But before I can well do 
that, he isgotto another thing : By which means it is very 
difficult, it not Morally impoſſible, rojoyn with him in e- 
very thing ſo.regularly as Tought to do. But by a ſet Form 
of Prayer all this trouble 1s prevented ; for having the Form 
continually inmy mind,being thoroughly acquainted with 
it, fully approving of everything in it, I have nathing elſe 
to do whulſtthe words are ſounding in mine Ears, but ta 
move my Heart and AﬀeCtions ſuitable to them, to raife up 
my. deſires of thoſe good things which are prayed for, to 
fix mY mind wholly upon God, whilſt T am praiſing of him, 
and ſo to employ, quicken, and lift, up my whole Soul in 
performing my. Devotions to, him. No Mag that hath 
been accuſtomed to a Set Form, for any conſiderable time, 
but may, eaſily find this to be true by his qwn experience: 
And by coniequence, that this way of Praying is a greater 
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help'to'ns, thanthey can imagine that never made tryal of 


"Tas | 
To this may be alfo added, that if we hear another pray- 
mg a Prayer his own private 'Compoſition- or yoluntary 
Effufion, our Minds are wholly bound up andconfined'to 
his Words and Expreſſions, and to 'his Requeſts and Peti- 
tions, be they what they will : fo that at the'beſt we can 
but pray his Prayer. ' Whereas when we pray by a Form 
preſcribed by the Church, we pray the Prayers '6f the 
whole Church we live in, which are common to the Mint- 
ſter and People, to'our felves; 'andto all the Members of the 
ſame Church : So that we have'all the devout and pious 
Souls that are 1n 1t,concurring and joyning with us in them: 
Which cannot ſurely but be more efjeCtual for the Edifying, 
not_qnly of our ſelves in particular, but of the Church in 
yeheral, than any private Prayer can be. | | £ 
'faftly, Inorder to.our betng edifted by our Publick De- 
votions, as itis neceſſary that we know before-hand what 


"we are to pray for, fo it is neceſſary that we afterwards 


know what we have prayed for, when we have done: Fort 
E fuppoſt youwll ajl grant, that all the good and benefir 
wecan receive from ourPrayers, is to be Ultimately reſoly- 
ed into\ God's gracious Hearing, and anſwering of them: 
Without which, they will al cometo nothing. But there 
are two — required to the obtaining'an Anſwer of our 
Prayers; Firit, that we fincerely and earneftly defire good 
things'ztithe Hands of Ggd,' to which,” as Thave ſhewn,' a 
Set Form of Prayer canduceth very” much*: And then Se- 
condfy, it is require alfo,*that'we truft and depend.upon 


And1 verily believe /that ME why Men pray 
Þ: i5, becguſe. tirey flo" nov take this 
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ourPrayers, when we our {elves do not mind whether he 
Anſwers them or no? Nor believe and truſt upon him 
for it? For certainly truſting on God, as it is one of 


the higheit Acts of Religion that we can perform, ſo. 


it 15 that which gives Lite and Vigor, Vertue and efficacy 
to our Prayers, without which we have no ground at all to 
expect they ſhould be Anſwered. For God having promi- 
{ſed to Anſwer our Prayers, except we truſt on him for his 
Performance of ſuch Promiſes, we loſe the benefit of them, 
and by conſequence our Prayers too. And therefore, as 
ever we delire that he ſhould grant us what we pray tor, 
when we have aireited our Prayers to him, we mult ſtill look 
up, Plal. 5. 3. expecting and hoping for the return of 
them. | 

Now as this 1s a thing of greater conſequence, ſo a ſet 
Form of Prayer 1s a greater helpto usinit, than it 1s com- 
monly thought to be. For it we hear another utter a Prayer 
ex tempore, which he never ſaid, nor we heard before, nor 
ever ſhall do, it again, it is much if he himſelf can remem- 


ber the tenth part of what he ſaid : How much leſs can - 


we that heard him, doit? And if we cannot poſlibly re- 
member what we prayed for, how is it poſſible for us to 
expect 1t at the Hands of God ? or to depend upon him for 
it? But now 1t 15 quite otherwiſe when we uſe a Set Form of 
Prayer. For by this means when we have prayed, we can 
recollect our ſelves, look over our Prayers again, either ina 
Book, or in our minds, where they are Imprinted; we 
can conſider diſtinctly what we have asked at the Hands 
of God, and ſo att our Faith, and Confidence on him, for 


the granting every Petition we have put up unto him, ac- 


cording to the Promiſes which he bath made us to that 
purpole. And as this is the {ſureſt way whereby to obtain 
what we pray for, it muſt needs be the molt Edifying way 
of Praying that we can pollibly uſe. 
Theſe things, being duly weighed, I ſhall now take it for 
granted, That the ufing a Form 1n general in the Publick 
Worſhip of God - is agreeable to this Apoſtolical 
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Let all things be downe to Edifying ; and ſo ſhall proceed 
to ſhew that that Formin particular, which our Church 
hath appointed to be uſed upon ſuch Occaſions, 1s fo 


too. For which end it 1s not neceſſary that I ſhould 


runthrough every particular Word, Phraſe, or Expreſ- 


ſion in the Commoz-Prayer, much leſs that I ſhould vindi-- 
cate and defend 1t from-every little Exception, that Igno- - 
rance or Malice may make againſtſomething in it. For no- 


thing everyet-was, or can be ſaid, or Written, but ſome- 
thing or other may be ſaid, or Written againſt 1t, . either 
well, or il].. But my.bulineſs muſt be to prove, "Fhat the 


Form of Divine Service, contained in the Book of Common- 
Prajer, which 15 now uſed inthe Church of Enel/azud,;con-- 


duceth {o much to the Edz3ing thoſe that uſe it, that it 


agrees exaCtly to the Rule which the Apoſtle here preſcribes 
in that caſe. And this I ſhall demonſtrate from four Heads. 


1.. From the Language. . 2. From the Matter, or Sub#ance of 
#.. 3. From. the Method, And 4. From the Manner of 
Performing it. . For if it be Edifying in all theſe ReſpeQs, it 


muſt needs be acknowledged to be {o in the whole. There 


being nothing in it. but what may be reduced to ſome of 
theſe Heads. . | 


Firſt, Therefore as to the Laxgnage, you all know that 


the whole Service is Performed in Eze/iſh, the Vulgar and. 
the Common Language of the Nation, which every - one 
underſtands, and ſo may be Edifred by it. And this, in- 


deed, is-the Ground and Foundation of all the benefit 


that we can poſſibly receive from our Publick Prayers. And 


therefore in the Church of Rowe, the Common - People 


are made uncapable of being Edifzed by the Prayers: of 


the Church, in that they-are all made in Latin, a Language 
which they donot underſtand. So that when they meet 
to: warſhip God, there are ſeldom any 1n the Congregati- 
on-that knows what is ſaid there, except the Prieſt that 


reads 1t, and oftentimes not he neither. By winch means + 


they have no ſuch thing really amongſt them as Common - 


Prayer, Neither is 1t poſlible for the Common People to 


be 
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beever edified by what is there ſaid, or done, except they 


could be-once convinced by it of the horrible abuſe which 
their Church puts upon them, in commanding all her Pub- 
lick Devotions to be performed inan unknown Tongue, di- 
rectly contrary, not only to the Rule in my Text, but to 
the Deſtgnof this whole Chapter. 

But blefled be God for it, it 1s not ſo with us, For ours 
is. truly Common: Prayer, for itis Written, and Read in that 
Language which 1s commozy to all the Congregations in the 


Kingdom, and to every perſon in each Congregation. So 


that all the People of the Land, whatſoever Rank or Con- 
dition they are of, may joyn together in the uſe of every 
thing that 1s 10 1t, andtfo bejoyntly Edified by it : Eſpecially, 
conſidering that it 1s not only all in Engliſh, but in com- 


monand plain Engliſh, ſuchas we uſe in our common Diſ- 


courſe with one another. There are no unuſual or obſo- 
lete Words, no hard or uncouth Phraſes in it, but every 
thing 1s exprelted as clearly and plainly as Words can doit : 
So that the meane(t perſon 1n the Congregation that under- 
ſtands but his Mothers Tongue, may be Edified by it, as 
wellas tne greateit Scholar. 

But that which is chiefly to be conſidered 1n the Lan- 
guage of the Common-Prajer, 15 thatit is not only common, 
but proper too. "Though the Words there uſed be all but 
common Woords,yet they are {o uſed that they properly expreſs 
the things that are deligned by them. This, I conteſs, may 
ſeem tobeno great matter at firſt ſight, yet it is that with- 
out which we might be ſabverted, by that which was in- 
tended for our Edification, For impropriety of Speechin 
Matters1in Religion, hath given occaſion to all, or moſt of 
the Schiſms, Errors and Hereſies that ever infeſted, this, or 
any other Church; as might eaſily be demonſtrated. Hence 
the Apoſtle gave Timothy, 4 Form of ſound Words, and 
charged him to hold it faſt : Hold faſt ( ſaith he ) the Form 


of found Woras which thou haſt heard of me, 2 Tim. 1. 13- 


As knowi1ng, that except the Words, whereby he uſually 
exprelled Divine Truths, were {ound and proper, it would 
C-2 be 
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be impoſſible for his Notions and Opinions of the things 
themiclves to beſo. And certainly, if ever- there was, 
A Form of ſound Words, compoſed by Men ſince the Apo- 
ftles times, our Common: Prayer may juſtly deſerve that Ti- 
tle: Ir being all made up of {ſuch fit and proper, ſuch 
ſound and wholeſom Words, that if we do but hold faſt 
to them, tizere is no fear of our falling, either into Hereſie, 
or Schiſm. For they, being duly conſidered, will ſuggeſt 
to our Minds, right, and true apprehenſfions ofall the Ar- 
ticles of our Chriſtian Religion; and {ſo not only make us 
ſound, but build us up ſtrong and firm in our moſt Holy 
Faith : So that conſidering the plainneſs and perſpicuity, 
the ſoundneſs and propriety of Speech which 1s uſed 1n it, 
the leaſt that can be ſaid of the Common-Prayer, 1s, that all 


- things in itare ſo worded, as is molt for the edif3izg of all 


thoſe that ule it. 

And as the words in the Common: Prayer are all as edi- 
fying as Words can be, {o, in the Second place, Is the Mat- 
ter exprelled by thoſe Words. For there 1s nothing in it, 
but what 1s neceſſary for our Edification, and all things. 
that are, or can be for our Edification, are plainly 1n it. 
Firſt, Ifay there is nothing in our Liturgy but what is ne- 
ceſlary for our Edification. There are no ſuch Fables in 
it, or Ezaleſs Geneaologies, which ( as the Apoſtleſaith ) 
Miniſter Queſtions, rather than Goaly Edifying, which is in 
Faith; 1 Timothy 1. 4. There are none of thoſe vain 
Diſputations and impertinent Controverſies, which have of 
late been raiſed in the Church, to its great diſturbance, 
rather than irs Edification. There are no new Opinions, 
no Airy Speculations 1n it, which ſerve only totickle Men's. 


Ears, and pleaſe their Fancies, and fo divert their Thoughts 


from what they are about. Look it all over without pre- 
judice and partiality, conſider ſerioully every thing that is 
in it, and you will find nothing alerted, but what 1s Con- 
{onant to God's Word, nothing Prayed for, but according 
to his Promiſe, nothing required as a Duty, but what is a- 
greeable to his Commands, nothing laid or done, but what 
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is grave and ſober, ſolemn and ſubſtantial;nothing| butwhat, © 
becomes the Worlhip of our. Great and Almighty Crea- 
tor. And therefore, nothing but what we may ſome way. 
or other be eazfiea by. 

And as there 1s pet RP 1n 1t, but what 1 1s Edifying, ſoall 
things that are, or can be Edifying are 1n it, For nothing, 
can be neceſſary to Eaifreand make us ſolid and perfe&t Chri- 
ſtians elſe, but what 1s neceſſary either to be believed, or 
done, or ovtained by us. But there is nothing necellary to! 
be #zown, or believed, but we are taught itz nothing necel- 
fary to be doxe, . but., we are. enjoyned in it ; nothing ne- 
ceſſary to be obtained, but wepray for it.in our Publick Form. 
of Divine Service. . 

For firſt, As, to thole things which arc neceſſary. to. be; 
known, or believed, it 1s acknowledged by all Proteſtants, 
that they are fully contained 1n the Holy Scriptures, "which. 
| makea great, if not the greateſt part of our Divine Ser-. 
; vice; and are conſtantly read «c ver, thePfalms onceevery 

Month, the old Teſftament-once, and the New thrice. eve-. 
ry Year. Andall the Fundamental Articles of our Chri- 
ſtian Faith, revealed 1n the. Holy Scriptures, being briefly, 
ſummed up in the Apoſtles Creed; that we may be {ure: 
to keep them always 1n,our. Minds, we. have that Creed; 
read and repeated, always once, and. moſt commonly. 
twice every day 1n the Year.. And ſecing the Godhead W 
our Bleſſed Saviour, the Foundation. of our whole Religion, . _ 
hath been, and ſtill is denied by ſome, left we ſhould be. 
led away with the Error, of the Wicked, every Sunday, 
and Holy-day we read the. Nicene Creed, 'whercin theGod- 
head both of the Son and Holy Ghoſt is aſſerted and ex-- 
plained. And that we may. not entertain any Erroneous. 
Opinions concerning the moſt Holy Trinity, or the Incar-- | 
nation of the Son of God, but the true Catholick Faith. 
whole, and undefiled, upon certain days every Year we 
read that which 1s commonly called the Creed of.St.. 4- 

thanaſius, wherein thoſe great Myſteries are unfolded in the. | 
molt proper and perſpicuous terms that they are capable of.. 

And as all things neceſſary to be believed are ſummarily 
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ſtruction, in Righteonſneſs, that the 
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contained [in the Three Creeds, fo they are frequently ex- 
plained in the other parts of eur Liturgy ; In'ſo much, that 
it would be eafie to frame a compleat Body of Divinity out 
of the Words there uſed : At leaſt of all fuch things as are 
needful for any Man 1n the World to believe or know, in 
order to his Eternal Salvation. 

' 'The fame may be ſaid ato of all thoſe things, which we 
ought to-do. For, as we here do whatſoever isneceſſary to 
be done in order to our Worſhip of God in this place, ſo we 
are here taught whatſoever is neceflary to be learnt in or- 


der to our {ſerving God 1m alt other places. ' So that no Man 


that frequents our Publick Congregations, where the Com- 


mon: Prayer is uſed, can, ever plead Ignoranceof any one 


Duty whatſoever : For 1f it be not his own fault, he may 
there be inftruted in every thing which he that made him 
requires of him. For here, as I obſerved before, we con- 


oper read the Ns BY which, as the Apoſtle faith, 


Ts ptofita/te for Dottrin, for Reproof, for Correffion, for In- 
P f Fn God may RE 
throughly inftrutted unto all good Works, 2, Tim. 3. 16, 17. 
And feeing it hath pleated the moſt high God to Compriſe 
his whole Wilt, and by conſequence our Duty, in the Tex 
Commindments, hence we read then conftantly every Sun- 
day and Holy-day throughout the whole Year. By which 
meats every one, that doth not'wilttully ſhut his Eyes, may 
ctearly fee, and fully underſtand his whole Dury, goth to 
God and Man. © Eſpecially confidering , that 1n,Prayers 
themſelves alſo there is frequent mention made of Ml thoſe 
Vices which ought to be avoided, and of all thoſe Good 
Work which ought to be performed by us. So that we 
can never come to Church, but we are ftill put in mind, 
both of what we ought, and what we onght not to do, that we 
may be ſaved. 

And then, as there is, nothing neceſſary to be kxows, or 
done, but we are taught it ; fo neither 1s there any thing 
neceſſary to be obtazzed to make us either holy, or happy, 
but we pray forit in the Common-Prayer.. For here we 6. 
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the Lords Prayer, a Prayer compoſed by Wiſdom it {@lf; " 
and therefore 1t muſt needs be the moſt perfect and Divine 
Prayer that ever was made.. Neither do we uſe it only 
once, but in every di{tinct Service of the Church, in our 
Prayers, before we read the: Holy Scripture : And in ur 
Prayers after : Towardsthe-end of the Litany, . and 1n the 
beginning ofthe Communion Service, and in every Office 
of the Church beſides. And the Reaſon is, becauſealthough 
our Saviour hath not forbidden us to uſe any other Prayer, 
yet he hath expreſſly commanded us to ſay this, whenfoever 
we pray. And therefore, in obedience:to his Command, 
our Church hath wiſely. ordered, that in all, and. every 
/ Solemn' addreſs that we tnaketo the moſt high God, weal- 
ways fay this Prayer, leſt otherwiſe, by our tranſgrefſion 
of his Command, in omitting this, we make all our 0- 
ther Prayers:to be ineffectual. And'beſides, by the conſiant 
uſe of this amongſt our other Prayets, we ate,always ſure 
to uſe one Prayer, both.abſolutely perfeQt un. fts-ſelf, and 
moſt acceptable. unto him, .to whom we pray; it;bejng a 
Prayer of !his own »Compoſure : So; that we. {peak -unto 
God in his own Words, and ſo may be confident that we 
ask nothing of him, but exactly according to his own Wl. 
And though all things neceflary tor us, be: vertually;can- - 
tainedin the Lord's Prayer, yet our Church in Conformity 
to the Catholick and Apoſtolical, hath - thought good to 
add ſome other Prayers 1a which the ſame things. are more 
particularly expreſſed and deſired at the hands-of our great 
and moſt Bountiful BenefaQtor. AI which. are {9 contri- 
ved, that.there is nothing evil, or hurtful:40x-us,: butizre. 
pray againſt it; nothing good, or uſeful, but. we: pray-tor 
it, 'There is no Vice, or Luſt, but we deſire 1tmwaybelub- 
dued under us; noGrace of Vertue, but we pray.it:.thay 
be planted and.grow in us. Iniomuch, that it we; da;but 
conſtantly and fincerly pray -over:all thole Prayers; and 
ſtedfaltly believe and truſt 1n God tor his: an{weringot 
them, and ſo obtain-what we'there. pray for, we' gangot. 
but be as real and true Saints, as happy and bleſled /Crea- 
tures, , 
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tures, As-1t is poſſible for us to be in this World. Neither 
dowe here pray-for our ſelves only, but according to the 
Apoſtles Advice, we make Supplications, Prayers, Interce/i- 
ons, and giving of thanks for all Men; yea, for oxr very Ene- 


-ies, as Our Saviour - hath commanded us, Mats. 5 


J o Ls 


And what can be'defired more than all this, to make the 


Matter of the Common- Prayer Editying either to our ſelves, 
or others ? Nothing certainly, but truth and ſincerity of 


Heart inthe uſing of it. 


I cannot paſs from this Head, before I have obſerved one 


thing more unto -you,/- concerning the Prayers in general, 
and that 1s, that they are not carried on 1n one continued 
- Diſcourſe, but divided into many ſhort Prayers, or Colle&s, 


ſuch as that is which our Lord himſelf Compoſed; and that 
might be one Reaſon, wherefore our Church ſo ordered it, 


that ſo ſhe might follow our 'Lord's Example in it, who 


beſt knew what kind' of Prayers were fitteſt for us to uſe. 


'And indeed, we cannct bur all find, by our:'own experience, 
how difficult it is to keep our Minds long intent upon any 
thing, much more upon {o great things as the Object and 


SubjeQts of our Prayers are,but do what we can we are {t1!l 


' liable to diſtraQtions :'So that there 1s a kind of neceſſity. to 


- break: off ſometimes; to give our ſelvesa breathing time,that 


out Thoughts being looſned for a while, they may with 


'J 


more caſe and leſs danger of diſtraction, be tied up again, 
as it is neceffary they ſhould beall the while that we are 


actually Praying to the ſupream Being of the World. 


Beſides that, -1n order to the Performing our Devotions 
aright tothe»moſt/Higth God, it 15 neceiſary that our Souls 
be poſſeſſed all along with due apprehenſions of his great- 
neſs and glory. 'To which purpote our ſhort Prayers con- 
tributevery much: For every one of them beginning with 
ſome of the Properties.or Perfections of God, and ſo ſugge- 
ſting to 'our Minds right apprehenſions of him at-firft; it is 


ealie to preſerve them in our Minds during the ſpace of a 


ſhort Prayer, which in along one would | be apt to ſcatter 
and vaniſh away. 
2. But 
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But that which T look upon as one of the principal Rea- 
ſons, why our publick Devotions are, and ſhould be divi- 
ded into ſhort ColleQs, is this, Our Blefſed Saviour, we 
kaow, hath often told us, That whatſoever we ask in his 
Name, we ſhall receive : And ſo hath directed us in all our 
Prayers to make uſe of his Name, and to ask nothing but 
upon the account of his Merit and Mediation for us: upon 
which, all our hopesand expeQations from God do wholly 
and ſolely depend. Hence therefore,( as it always was, fo ) 
F it cannot but be judged neceſſary, that the Name of Chriſt 
. be frequently inſerted in our Prayers, that ſo we may lift 
| up our hearts unto him, and Att our Faith upon him for 
L our obtaining the good things we pray for. And ſo weſee 
it 15 1n the Common-Prayer, tor whatſoever it 1s we Ask of 
God, we preſently add, Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, or 
{ſomething to that purpoſe. And fo ask nothing but ac- 
cording to our Lord's Direction, even inhis Name, And 
this is the reaſon that makes our Prayers ſo ſhort ; for take 
away the Concluſion of every Collect or Prayer, 1z zhe 
Name of Chrijt, and you may joyn them all together, and 
 _. make them bur as one continued Prayer. Bur this would 
5 be to offer manifeſt violence to the Prayers, by taking a- 
; way that which gives them all their Force and Energy, 
and ſo making them incffe&ual to the purpoſes for which 
they areuſed. For certainly the Asking all things in the 
Name of Chriſt,as we do in the (ommon: Prayer, 1s the on- 
ly way whereby to obtaia what we deſire, and by conle- 
quence, the moſt Eaifyino Way of Praying inthe World. 
The next thing to be Conlidered in the Common- Prayer, 
is the Method, which is admirable, and as Edifyizg, it poſſi- 
ble, as the Matter it ſelf, This none can deny that doth but 
fully underſtand, and ſeriouſly conſider of it. Which there- 
fore, that you may all do, I ſhall briefly run through the 
whole, and give you what light Icaninto it, thar you may. 
clearly ſee, not only the Reaſonableneſs, but the Excellency 
of it all along. For which purpoſe, I ſhall in{tance only 
in ſuch things which offer themſelves at firſt fight, to any 
one that doth but caſt his Eye upon it. 
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d Uſefulneſs 
Let us therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of ſober, and 
devout Chriſtians ( {ſuch as we all ſhould be ) met toge- 
ther to perform their Publick Devotions to Almighty 
God ;' every one of which hath lift up his Heart privately 
unto him already, imploring his Aid and Affſtance in the 
Performance of {o great a Work, and ſo are now afedy 
to ſet about it. The firſt thing wedo, is to rea 
Sentences of Holy Scripture, that ſo we may begin our 
Devotions unto God in his own Words. And they are all 


ſuch Sextences as put us 1n mind of our fins againſt him, 


and of his Promiſe to pardon them if we do repent : That 
ſo we may preſent and carry our ſelves with that Reve- 
rence and Godly Fear before him, as becometh thoſe 
who are ſenſible of their own vileneſs and unworthineſs to 
approach ſogreat a Majeſty; And likewiſe,with that Faith 
and humble Confidence, which becometh thoſe who be- 
lieve, that he, upon our Repentance, will pardon our ſins, 


and accept both our Perſons, and Performances, according 
to the Promiſes which he hath made unto us. 


Then follows a grave Exhortation, concerning the End. 


of our preſent Aſſembling, which is of great uſe, and ought 
never to be omitted. For Men generally are apt to rufh in- 


to the Preſence of God, without ever conſidering what. 


they go about. Whereas, this Exhortation puts us upon con- 


fideringthe greatneſs of the Work which we are now in-. 


gaged in, and ſo upon compoſing our Thoughts, and pre- 
paring our ſelves for the que performance ofit. 


Our minds being thus brought into a right frame and- 
temper for it, weall, both Miniſter and People proſtrate 
our ſelves before the moſt High God, Corfefing upon our. 


Knees the manifold fins and wickedneſs that we have com- 
mitted againſt him. Which Coxfefioz 1s ſo contrived, that 


all, and every Perſon 1n any Congregation whatſcever,may. 


joyn1n it. For 1t runs 1n general terms. And yet ſo too, 


that every particular Perſon may, and ought in his own. 
Mind to confeſs, and acknowledge his own ſins, which he 
xnows himſelf. to be guilty of.. As where we ſay, We have 


{ome- 
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conſequence, as reconciled to God, we take the boldneſs to 


of” the Common-Prayer. 9 - _ 
left undone thoſe things which we ought tohave aone, and we 
have aone thoſe things which we ought not to have done. At 
the ſaying of this, every one ſhould call his own fins to re- 
membrance, what Duties he knows himſelf to have omitted, 
and what Vices he knows himſelf to have committed,and 
confeſs them accordingly to God. And when we have 
thus confeſſed our fins unto God, we preſently 1mplore his 
Mercy in the pardon of them, and his Grace, that for the 
tfurure we may torſake them. ( 

And whilſt we are thus upon our Knees, humbly con- | 
telling and bewailing our fins before the Lord our God,the 
Miniſter ſtands up, and in the Name of God, declares, and 
pronounceth to all thoſe who truly repent, and unfeigaed- 
ly believe his Goſpel, The Abſolution and Remiſſion of alltheir 
{izs. Which though ſpoken alſo in general terms, yet e- 
very particular Perſon there preſent, ought to apply it to 
himſelf, ſo as to be fully perſwadedin his own mind, that 
it he doth bur ſincerly repent, and believe the Goſpel, he 
is perfeCtly abſolved from all his fins by God himſelf, ac- 
cording to the Promiſes which he bath made to Mankind 
in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

And now looking upon our ſelves as abſolved from our 
ſins, upon our Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, and by 


call him Father, humbly addreſſing our ſelvesto him in thar 
Divine Form of Prayer which he himſelf hath given us. 
Which done, we lift up our Hearts and Voices unto God, 
for his aſſiſtance of us in what we do, in the words of Da- 
vid, the Miniſter crying out, O Lord opex thou our Lips, | 
and the People anſwering, Azd ouwr Months ſhall ſhew forth | 
thy Praiſe. The Miniſter again, O God mate ſpeed to ſave us. | 
the People, O Lord make haſte to help us. And then imme- 
diately we all lift up our Bodies too, ſtand upon our Feet, 
and ſo put our ſelves into a poſture of Praifing and Mag- 
nifying the Eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
tor his 1nfinite Goodneſs and Mercy towards us ; for which | 
purpoſe the Miniſter firſt faith or ſings the Gloria Patri, 

D 2 Glory ; 
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(G3lory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Goff ; 
and the People to fhew their conſent, Anſwer, As it was iz 
the Beg inniag, is now, and ever ſhall be, World without end 
Amen. Bur not thinking this to be enough, the Miniſter 
calls upon the People again, ſaying, Praiſe ye the Lord, 
and the People again, The Lord's Name be praiſea; andthen 
we goon to praiſe him together, laying, or ſinging the 
Ninety Fifth Pſalm, YVenite exultemus Domino, O come let 
225 ſing unto the Lord, let us heartily rejoyce in the ſtrength of our 
Salvation, &c. And 1o proceed to the Pſalms appointed 
for the day. Aſter every one of which, to teſtifie: our Be- 
liefin the molt Sacred Trinity, and our acknowledgment 
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of thatinfinite Love and Goodneſs, which every one of thoſe | 


Divine Perſons hath manifeſted to us, we repeat that in- 
comparable Hymn, Glory beto the Father, &c. | 
Our Hearts being thus raiſed up to God 1n Praiſing and 
Admiring of him, we are now in afit temper and ditpoſi- 
tion to hear what he ſhall ſpeak unto us. And therefore, 
have a Chapter read out of the Old Teſtament; and that m 
its ordinary courſe, except upon Sundays and Holy-days, 
when more People attending the Publick Worſhip of God, 
than-can conveniently come upon other days, we read ſome 
ſclect Chapter proper for the day, and ſuch as is judged 
moſt edifying to all that are there preſent. Andhavi:gthus 
heard God ſpeaking unto us in his Holy Word, we pre- 


{ently fall upon Praiſing of him again, for ſounſpeakable a_ 


mercy, laying, or ſinging in. the Morning, the Te Deum, 
one of the moſt Heavenly and Seraphick Hymns that was 


ever Compoſed by Men : Or elſe, the Sozg of the three Chil-. 


arez, which is nothing but a Paraphraſe upon that which 
David lang ſo often upon Earth, and which the Holy An- 
gels {ing continually in Heaven, even Hallelujah, Praiſe ye 
:he Lora, Wherein we being all ſenſible how far ſhort we 
our ſelves come of Praifing God ſufficiently, we call upon 
all the Creatures in the World: todoit, Ble/s ye the Lord, 


praiſe him and magnifie him for ever. In the Afternoon, we 


{ing either the Magnificat, or elſethe Ninety Eighth- P/alm, 


both. 


I AF "IET 7 


of tc 4: | 


a 


Ry" IR 


* _ . 
m -. . 
- | _— — — 
2% wa. > w 


Ls ——— _— 
_ OO EE” 


"OP 


of the Common-Prayer, 
both which being taken out ofGod's own Word, cannot 


but be very pleaſing and acceptable unto him. 
After this, our Souls bz1ng got upon the Wing again,and 


ſoaring aloft im the Contemplation of the Divine PerfeQi- - 


Ons, Weare now rightly qualified, to hear and receive the 
Sublime Myſteries of the Goſpel. And therefore have a 
Chapter read to us out of the New Teſtament, After which 
we being revived with the good Tidings of the Goſpel,and 
flled with admiration at the infinite Goodneſs of God 
therein revealed to us, we break forth again into Praifing 
and Adoring of him, in the Song of Zzcharias, or elſe the 
Hundredth P/a/mzinthe Morning; andat Evening, either 
the Sixty Seventh P/alm, or elle the Songof Old Simeon, 
ſill concluding with Gloria Patrz. 7 

Now having thus heard ſome part of the Word of God 
read to us, and expreſfied our thankfulneſs unto him for it, 
to ſignifie our Aſlent, not only to what we have heard, but 
to the whole Scripture, we all with one Heart and Voice 
repeat the Apoſtles Creed, wherein the Sum and Subſtance 
of it is contained. And ſo profeſs-our ſelves to continue in 
the Number of Chriſt's Diſciples, and that as we were at 
firſt Baptized, ſo we ſtill believe in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, God Bleſſed for evermore. 

Hitherto we have been moſtly taken up with Confeſling 


our fins to-God, 1mploring his Mercy in the Pardon of 


them, hearing his-moſt Holy Word, acknowledging his 
Goodnels to us, and praiſing and magnifying his Nametor 
it. By which means, except we have been extreamly 
wanting to our ſelves, our Hearts cannot but be ſo united 


and fixed upon God, that we are now rightly di{poſed to. 


make known our Wants, and preſent our Petitions before 
him. This therefore is the next thing we ſet upon : But 
{ceing that neither Miniſter nor people can poſhbly do it 


aright without the Afiſtance of God himlelf, theretore 


each of them firſt pray. for his ſpecial Preſence with the 0- 
ther. The one ſaying, The Lord be. with you, the other, 
And with thy Spirit, And then immediately falling down 
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upon our Knees, we Adore and Supplicate each Perſon of 
the moſt Bleſſed Trinity to have mercy upon us, Lord have 
mercy upon us, Chriſt have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy up- 
0n #5. Aﬀer which we Addreſs our ſelves to God in the 
Words that he hath put into our Mouths, ſaying the Lords 
Prayer ; which ended, the Miniſter and. People, by turns, 
lift up their Hearts to God in ſome ſhort and Heavenly E- 
jaculations, {triving as it were to outvy each other in pre- 
vailing with the Almighty to pour down his Bleſſings up- 


' on us. And then, in an humble, and folemn manner, we 
joyn together in ſupplicating his Divine Majeſty for his 


Grace and Favour, his Defence and ProteQtion, his Mer- 
cy and Bleſſing, for our ſelves, for the King, for the Royal 
Family, for his Church, and for all Mankind. And thus 
we do ordinarily in the Collects appointed for that pur- 
poſe. But upon Wedzeſdays, and Fridays, (upon which days 
the Primitive Church uſed to perform more than their 
ordinary Devotions ) as alſo upon the Lords Day in the 
Morning, we do it ia the Litany, and in ſucha Litany as 
comprehendsall, andevery thing that we can ever need to 

deſire of Almighty God, either for our ſelves or others. 
After this, upon Sundays and Holy-days, we proceed to 
the Communion Service: And therefore, approaching to 
the Lord's Table, we begin it with his own Prayer. 
And after another ſhort Prayer to God to cleanſe the 
Thoughts of our Heart, by the Inſpiration of his Holy 
Spirit, we read the Tex Commandments, which he hath en- 
joyned us to obſerve; and after every Commandment we 
ask God Mercy for our Tranſgreſſions thereof, for the time 
paſt, and Grace to keep the ſame for the time to come ; 
laying, Lord have mercy upon 1s, and incline our Hearts to 
keep this Law, And then, after a Prayer for the King, and 
the Collett for the day, we read the Epiſtle and Voſpel, 
that is, moſt commonly, aſhort Paragraph taken our of 
the Canonical Epiſtles, and another out of one of the Ho« 
ly Goſpels, which was the Ancient Way of Reading the 
Scripture, before it wasdivided into Chapters. And wedo 
| it 
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it now to prepare us the better for the Communion ofthe 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, therein revealed to us. But ſee- 
ing weneither do, nor can read over the whole, we repeat 
the ſubſtance of it 1n the Nzceze Creed, which itis very ne- 
cellary we ſhould do at this time, that ſo we may de- 
monſtrate our ſelves tobe Chriſtians, and ſocapable ofre- 
ceiving the moſt holy Communion. 
| He that all this while hath employed himſelfas he ought 
; to do 1n the Service of our Church, cannot but find him- 
ſelf ſtrangely edited by it. Yet howſocver, that nothing 
may be wanting that may any way conduce to our Edifica- 
tion, after the Nzceze Creed, our Church hath appointed a. 
Sermon to be Preached, which if ſound,plain, and practical, 
as it ought to be, cannot but be very Edifying too. 

And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be ſo far Edified; 
as to be raiſed up to the higheſt pitch of Devotion that. 
we can arrive at m this-World, and ſo are fit to be admit- 
ted to the higheſt Ordinance of the Church, the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper. And therefore we now be- 
take our ſelves toit.. But that we may not appear. be-- 
fore our Lord Empty , we firſt offer up ſomething to him. 
of what he hath beſtowed upon us, to be diſpoſed of to Pi- - 
ous and Charitable uſes ; teſtifying thereby our acknow- 
ledgment of his Goodneſs to us, and that we have no- 
thing but what we receive from him.. And-to excite and 
encourage us to do this, all the while that weare offering, 
we have fome ſele& Sentences of Scripture Read tous, 
wherein God either Commands us to be Charitable, or: 
elie promiſeth a Bleſſing to thoſe that are {o. And then we. 
Pray for Chriſt”s whole Church Militant here on Earth, where- 
by we profeſs our ſelves to be real Members of it, and de- 
firous to hold Communion with it in Chriſt's Myſtical Bo- 
dy and Blood. And ſo we proceed to the Celebration- of. 
it ; in which the Method is ſo clear, {o apparently Edifying, . 
that I need not fay any thing of it. But ſhall only obſerve 
two things in General concerning it 

Firſt, that the Sacrament of the Lord's .Supper , being 5 
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the higheſt Myſtery in all our Religion, as Repreſenting 
the Death of the Son of God to us, hence, that place where 
this Sacrament is Adminiſtred, was always made and re- 


puted the higheſt placein the Church. And theretore allo, 


it was wont to be ſeparated from the re{t of the Church by 
a Skreen of Net-work, in Latine Carxcelz, and that lo ge- 
nerally, that from thence the Place its ſelf is called the 


Chancel. 'That this was Anciently objerved 1a the Build- 


ingof all conſiderable Churches ( tor I ſpeak not of private 
Oratories or Chappels ) within tew Centuries aſter the A- 


poſtles themſelves, even in the days of Conitaztine the 


Great, as well as in all Ages {ince, I could eaftily Demon- 
ſtrate from the Records of thoſe times. But having pur- 
poſely waved Antiquity hitherto, Tam loath to trouble 
you withit now, But I mention it at preſent, only becauſe 


{ome perbaps may wonder why this ſhould be obſerved in 


our Churci, rather than in all the other Churches which 
have been lately built inthis City. Whereas, they ſhould 
rather wonder why 1t was not obſervedin all other as well 
as this. For beſides, our Obligations to conform as much 
as may be to the Practice of the Univerſal Church, and to a- 
void Novelty and Singularity in all things relating to the 
Worlhip of God ; it cannot be calily 1imagin'd that the Ca- 
tholick Church in all Ages, and Places for 13 or 1400 years 
together, ſhould obſerve ſuch a Cuſtom as this, except 
there were great Reaſons for it. 

What they were, it 1s not neceſſary for us to enquire 
now. It may be ſufficient to obſerve at preſent, that the 
Chancel in our Chriitian Churches, was always looked 
upon as an{wering to the Holy of Holies in the Temple, 
which, you know, was ſeparated from the SanQuary or 
Body of the Temple, by the Command of God himſelf 
And that this place being appropriated to the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, it ought to be ſo contrived, as may be 
moſt-convenient for thoſe who are to partake of that Bleſ- 
ſed Ordinance, But it muſt necds be more convenient for 
thoſe who are to enjoy Communion with Chriſt,and in him 
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with one another, in this holy Sacrament, to meet to- 

gether, as one Body, in one place ſeperated for that pur- 

poſe, then to be diſperſed, as otherwiſe they would be; 

{ome 1n one and ſome in another part of the Church. 

Or1a ſhort, it is much better for the Place to be ſeparate, 
b than the People, 

Furthermore, It 1s not only convenient, but in ſome | 
ſenſe neceſſary, for every Communicant to obſerve and | 
| take ſpecial notice of the ſeveral Circumſtances which 
our Lord hath ordained to be uſed in this Sacrament, as 
the Breaking of the Bread, and the Conſecrating both 
| that and the Wine, to repreſent his Death, the breaking 
| of his Body, and the ſhedding of his Blood for our Sins ; 
that ſo our Hearts may be the more affeQted with it, and 
by Conſequence our Souls more edified by it. But this 
cannot be ſo well done, except there be a Place ſet apart 
for it, where they may all be placed, about or near to the 
Communion- Table, and ſo behold what is there done at | 
the Conlecration of the Elements. Hence allo it is, that | 
the Seats there, are and ought to be ſoordered, that allthat | 
are in them may ſtilblook that way, and contemplate up- 
on their Bleſſed Saviour, there evidently ſet forth as Cru- 
cified for them. 

The other thing that T would obſerve unto you concer- 
ning the Holy Communion, is this, that our Church re- 
quireth, or at leaſt ſuppoſeth it to be Adminiſtred every | 
Lords-day, and every Holy-day throughout the Year, as it | 
wasin the Primitive Church. For that is the Reaſon that 
the Communion Service is appointed to be uſed upon all 
ſuch Days, and to be read at the Communion-Table, 
that ſo the Miniſter may be there ready to Adminiſter 1t 
unto all that deſire to partake of it. Which ſhews the 
great Care that our Church hath of all her Members, 
that they might be edified and confirmed in the Faith. 
To which nothing contributes more than frequent Com- 
munion at our Lord's Table. Which if People could 


once be perſwaded to, they you ſoon find greater — 


fit by it, than I can expreſs, or they themſelves, till then, 
imagine. I ſhall ſay ne more of it at preſent, but only 
this, That 1am fo ſenſible of what I now ſay, that could 
I be ſure to have a ſufficient Number of Communicants, 
I ſhould be heartily glad to Adminiſter the holy Sacra- 
ment every Lords Day, both for their Sakes, and my 
own t00. 

Thus I have given you a ſhort Scheme of that excel- 
lent Method wherein our Divine Service 1s performed : 
Which whoſoever rightly conſiders, will need no other 
Argument to convince him, that 1t 1s according to the 
Apoſtles Rule, very Edifying indeed. The laſt thing to 
be conſidered in it, is the Manner of its Performance ; 
by which I mean only the ſeveral Poſtures of the Body, 
as ſtanding, and kneeling, which are uſed 1n 1t ; for they 
alſo are done to Edifying. 

While we ſay or ſing the Hymns and Pſalms to the 
Praiſe and Glory of God, we ſtand up, not only to ſignt- 
ſie, but to cxcite the Elevation of our Minds at that time. 
For as on the Oae Hand, it our Souls be really litt up in 
the Praiſes of God, our Bodies will naturally lift up them- 
ſelves, to accompany them as far as they can to- 
wards Heaven ; fo on the other Hand, the raiſing up of 
our Bodies helps towards the raiſing up of our Souls too, 
by putting us in Mind of that high and heavenly Work 
we are now about ; wherein according toour weak Capa- 
cities, we joyn with the Quire of Heaven in praiſing God 
now, as we hope to do it for evermore. For this Cauſe 
alſo we ſtand at the Creeds, for they being Confeſſions of 
our Faith in God, as ſuch, they come under the proper 
Notions of Hymns or Songs of Praiſe to him. All our 
prailing God being really nothing elſe but our confeffing 
and acknowledging him to be what he is in himſelf and 
to us. And beſides that, by our ſtanding at| the Creeds 
and Goſpels, we ſignifie our aſſent unto them, and our 
readineſs to defend them, to the utmoſt of our Power 
againſt all Oppoſition whatſoever. And as for theGoſ- 
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pels particularly, they contain the very As which our 
Lord did, and the very Words which he ſpake when he 
was upon the Earth; and therefore we who profeſs him 
to be our Lord and Maſter, cannot ſurely but ſtand up, 
when we hear him ſpeaking, and liften diligently to thoſe 
gracious Words which proceeded out of his Divine 
Mouth. 

And as when we praiſe God, we raiſe up our ſelves as 
high as we can towards Heaven, ſo when we Pray unto 
him, we fall down as low as we can towards the Earth, 
not daring to preſent our Supplications to the abſolute 
Monarch of the whole World, any other ways than up- 
on our Knees. Which 1s {o proper, ſo natural a Poſture 
for Supplicants, that if all Men would but duly conſider 
what they do when they pray to Almighty God, the 
Church need never have commanded them to kneel at 
that time. For they could not chuſe but do it : No, not 
although'the Place where they are ſhould ſeem never ſo 
inconvenient forit. For we find our bleſſed Saviour him- 
ſelf kneeling at his Prayer in the Garden, upon the bare 
Ground, Lake 22.41. and St. Pan! upon the Sea-ſhore, 
where he could have no other Cuſhion but Stones or 
Sand ; A4&Fs 21. 5. Howlſoever, to take off all thoſe little 
Excuſes that Men are apt to make for themſelves in this 
Caſe, the Seats in this Church are ſo diſpoſed, and all 
things ſo prepar'd in them, that there can be no Inconve=- 
nience at all in it, but rather all the Conveniences for 
Kneeling that can be defired. And therefore if any of 
you ſhall yet negleCt to kneel, while the Prayers are read, 
they will give us too much cauſe to call our Religion 1n- 
to Queſtion, or to ſuſpe& they have none at all. For if 
they had, thay durſt not, they could not offer ſuch a 
manifeſt Aﬀront to the great Creator of the World, as to 
carry themſelves no otherwiſe while they pray to him, 
than as if they were converſling with their fellow Crea- 
tures. But why do I ſpeak of their Praying unto God ? 
It 1s tos much to þe feared they do not pray at all, nor 
E 2 come 
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come to Church for any better Purpole than only to ſee 
and be ſeen. Iam ſure they perform no AC of External 
Worſhip of Adoration unto God, nor ſhew him that Re- 
ſpe& and Reverence which 1s due unto him ; and ſo give 
very great Offenceto all pious and devout. Chriſtians. 

Whereas if all and every Perſon in the Congregation, 
would always be upon their Knees, while they put up 
their Petitions to the moſt high God, what a mighty Ad- 
vantage would this be, not only to every one in parti- 
cular, but to the whole Congregation 1n general ? For as 
every one would by this means keep his Heart more ſted- 
faſt in the true Fear and Dread of God, and likewiſe 
more certanly obtain the good things he prays for, as the 
Fathers frequently afſert: ſo the whole Congregation 
alſo, would be very much edified by it. For by this means 
we ſhould excite and inflame each others Devotions, con- 
firm and ſtrengthen one anothers Faith, and convince 
both our ſelves and all that ſee us, that Religion is indeed 
a ſerious thing; and that we believe it to be ſo, by our 
ſerving God with ſo much Reverence and Godly Fear, 
as this humble Poſture repreſenteth. And therefore as 
you tender the Love of God, the Credit of Religion, or 
the Salvation of your own Souls, I beſeech you all in the 
Name of him that made you, that whenſoever you come 
hither to pray unto him, you do it 1n that awful, lowly, 
and ſolemn manner, iwhich our Church commandeth, 
and as becometh Creatures, when you ſpeak to your 
Great and Almighty Creator ; that ſo you may pive true 
Worſhip and Honour unto him, and allo receive that Be- 
nefit and Edification to your ſelves, which he hath pro- 
miſled, and you expe& from your publick Prayers. This 
being certainly the moſt edifying Poſture that you.can poſl- 
fibly uſe upon ſuch Occaſions. 

From what we have hitherto diſcourſed concerning 
the Language, the Matter, the Method, and the Manner 
of Performing Divine Service, as contained and preſcri. 
bed. in the Book of Common Prayer, we may poſitively 


CON» 


Ss — 


POCO EE TOGeY 


es ets ans 
Wo 


of the Common-Prayer. = - 


conclude, that it agrees exaQtly with theRule in my Text, 
even that, Al/things in it are done to Edifying : Which was 
the thing I undertook to prove. I know that many other 
Arguments might be brought to ſhew the Excellency and 
Uſefulneſs of the Common Prayer. But theſe already 

roduced are ſufficient to convince any Sober and conſi- 
dering Chriſtian of it. And if there be any herc preſent 
who are not yet convinced by what they have heard of it, 
T deſire only one thing of them, and that is, That they 
would but make Trial of it for a while. For my Chari- 
ty prompts me to believe, that all the Zeal that ſome ex- 
preſs againſt the Common Prayer, and all that Indiffe- 
rency that is in others for it, proceeds only from their Tg- 
norance of what it 1s, or at leaſt from their want of an 
experimental Knowledge of it. For let any Man that ſeri- 
ouſly minds the Worſhip of God and the Salvation of his 
Soul, before all things elie, let fuch a one, I ſay,ſet himſelf 
in good earneſt to uſe the Common Prayer as he ought to 
do for ſome conſiderable time,and I do not doubt but that 


. by the Blefſing of God, he will find that Benefit and Edi- 


fication by it, that his own Experience ſhallconvince him: 
of all that I have now ſaid, more than all the Arguments 
that IT have, or any Man in the World can ever produce 
to him. Some perhaps may think this to be a Paradox : 
But Ido not queſtion but that many here preſent can atteſt 
It upon their own Knowledge : Having found themſelves: 
more confirmed in their Faith, more ſettled in their Reli- 


gion, more humbled for their Sins, more ſupported un- 


der their Troubles, more enflamed with Love to God and- 
Deſires of Heaven, every way more Edifyed by the con- 
ſtant uſe of the Common Prayer, than they could ever have 
believed it poſhible to have been, except they had: found: 
itto have been ſoby their own Exnerience. 

Now theſe things being thus briefly confidered, I ſhall 
obſerve onlytwo things from them. The firſt is the ſextra- 
ordinary Prudence as well as Piety of our firſt Reformers, 
who firſt compiled the Book of Common Prayer, lo _ 
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ly Conformable to the Word of God and that Apoſtoli- 
cal Canon in my Text : which I cannot but aſcribe to the 
ſame extraordinary aid and aſſiſtance from God, whereby 
they were afterwards inabled to ſuffer Perſecution, yea 
Martyrdom it ſelf; for his Sake, and ſo to confirm what 
they have done with their own Blood. Which certainly 1s 
no ſmall Commendation of it. 

'The other thing I would obſerveunto'you, is the reaſon 
why the Devil hath had ſuch a ſpight againſt the Com- 
mon-Prayer, ever ſince it was firſt made. For the more 
edifying it is to Gods People, the more deſtructiveit muſt 
needs be of the Devils Kingdom. And theretore it is no 
wonder that he hath all along employed the utmolt of 
bis Power and Policy to blaſt its Reputation, and ſo to 
- diſcourage and diſlwade Men from the uſe of it. And by 
the Permiſtion of God for the Puniſhment of this ungrate- 
ful Nation , he hath fo far prevailed in his Deſign, that 
the Liturgy hath been twice caſt out of the Church ſince 
it was firſt brought into it, once in the Reign of Queen 
Hoh and then again in the Days of King (harls the 
Firſt. 

In the Reign of Queen Mary, you all know, who were 
his Inſtruments in the doing of it, even the Papiſts. For 
they clearly and truly foreſaw, that their Erroneous O- 
pinionscould never be believed, nor Superſtitious PraQti- 
ces obſerved in the Nation, ſo long as the Common-Pray- 
er was uſed. Foraſmuch as there is nothing in that but 
what is ſound and agreeable to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
and ſo contrary to the groundleſs Opinions which the 
Church of Rowe would obtrude upon the World for Arti- 
cles of Faith. And belides that, there are many Expreſli- 
ons purpolely inſerted in it to arm us againſt the Pope's 
Supremacy, Indulgences, Invocation of Saints, 'Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, and other Popiſh Errors ; ſo that it would 
have been impoſſible for the Romiſh Religion to be ever 
reſtored in the Nation, unleſs the Common-Prayer was 
firſt removed. Which therefore they took Care to hays 
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done as ſoon as poſſible. But within a few Years after, 
even the firſt of Queen E/izaberth, it was brought in again. 
And as the Reformation was begun before, {o from that 
time forward it was carried on and perfeQed chiefly by 
the means of Common-Prayer. For it is very obſervable 
that in the Reign of King Edward the Sixth, and for ſeve- 
ral Years too of Queen Elizabeth, there was little or no 
Preaching in moſt Parts of the Kingdom, and few then 
could read Engliſh, and yet by the: conſtant and general 
uſe of the Liturgy, andGods Blefling upon it, the whole 
Nation was ſo edified in the True Religion, that there 
was ſcarce one 11 an hundred but forſook and abhorred all 
Popiſh DoQtrines and Superſtitions: Which is an undenia- 
ble Argument, that in this Reſpe& allo it 1s as edifying, 
as it is poſſible for a thing of that Nature to be. In ſo 
much that ſo long as the Common-Prayer 1s uſed and fre- 
quented asit ought to be,it is morally impothble forPopery 
toget any Ground amongſt us. But if this Bulwark was 
once removed (which God fobid) our grand Adverſary 
would ſoon accompliſh his malicious Deſigns upon us, one 
way or other. 

This he knows well enough ; and therefore hath left: 
no Stone unturned to effeQt it. But what he had done 
before by the Papiſts, he afterwards brought about again 
by other means 1n the Reign of King Char/es the Firſt, For 
by what kind of Spirit the Common-Prayer was then caſt 
out you all know, and ſome of you found by woful Ex- 
perience. All that I ſhall ſay of it, is only this, that the 
ſame Spirit that then ſtirred up People ſo violently againſt 
the Common-Prayer, ftirrd them up at the ſame time 
to rebel againſt their King, to take away Men's Eſtates 
and Lives contrary to all Law and Juſtice ; and at laſt to - 
murther one of the moſt pious Princes that ever lived. 
And whether that was the Spirit of Chriſt or Antichriſt, 
God or the Devil, judge you. Be ſure the Conſequents 
of its being laid aſide at that Time were very ſad. _For 
People being deprived of that whereby they ſhould nyo 
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been edified, were immediately toſſed to and fro with 
every Wind of DoGtrine, until at length many of 
them fell into the moſt pernicious and damnable Here- 
Ges that were ever heard of in theChurch. Yea together 
with the Liturgy, they laid aſide all Diſtia&ion betwixt 
facred and common things ; by which means the whole 
Nation was in danger of being over-ſpread with Profane- 
neſs and Irreligion. 

But bleſſed be the Name of the moſt high God for it, he 
was once more pleaſed to appear for us, and in a miracu- 
lous manner to reſtore our Common-Prayer to his Church, 
together with our Gracious Soveraign to his Kingdoms. 
Bur what ſhall we render to the Lord for ſo great a 
Bleſſing as this is ? All that he expeQts, or we can give 
him for it, 1s only to make the beſt uſe of it that we can. 
This therefore is that which I now pray and beſeech 
you all for the future to do. Do not think it enough to be 
for the Common-Prayer, and to come now and thea to 
hearit. This you may do, as many do, and yet receive 
no more Benefit by it ; than as if there were none at all to 
be received. Which therefore can by no means be impu- 
ted to the Common-Prayer, its ſelf, but tothe Negligence 
of thoſe that uſe it. Neither muſt you think it enough to 
talk high forit, or to rail at thoſe who are not ſo happy 
as to be rightly informed about it. But rather take all Op- 
portunities to inform them, and by all means poſſible to 
convince them of the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of it. 
Which you can never do ſo effeftually, as by your out- 
ſtripping and exceeding them in Vertue and Good Works. 
For this 1s and ever will be a plain Demonſtration that the 
Common-Prayer is indeed far more edifying, than thoſe 
new Modes of Religion, which they are ſo unhappily 
{ſeduced into. That therefore you may do this,and ſo both 
experience in your ſelvesand demonſtrate unto others, 
the Truth and Certainty of what you have now heard, 


concerning the Common-Prayer, I deſire you to obſerve 
theſe few Rules ia the uſing of it, 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Come not to our Publick Prayers only out of 
Cuſtom or for Faſhion fake, as the manner of ſome is, bur 
out of a ſincere Obedience to Gods Commands, and 
with a ſure Truſt and Confidence in his Promiles for his 
Bleſſing upon what you do. For which end it will be 
very good as you go to Church, to bethink your ſelves 
whither you are going, and what you are to do there, 
that ſo laying aſide all other Buſineſs, you may put your 
{elves 1nto a right Temper for ſogreat a Work. 

Secondly, Frequent our Publick Prayers as often as 


you can. The oftner you are at them, the better you will _ 


like them, and the more edified you will be by them. 
And therefore do not fatisfie your ſelves with hearing 
them once a Week. In this City, asalſo 1n many other 
places of the Kingdom, eſpecially where there are Cathe- 
drals, or Collegiate Churches, you may enjoy the benefit 
of them publickly everyDay,and ſo keep your Hearts con- 
tinually in an holy and heavenly Frame, and always live 
as becometh Chriſtians : And if you negleC ſuch Oppor- 
tunities as are now put into your Hands, you will one 
Day wiſh you had not; but then Wiſhing will do no 
00d. 
Thirdly, If poſſible, come always at the beginning of 


Divine Service. Otherwiſe you will certainly miſs of 


ſomething that would have been edifying to you, and 
perhaps of that, which at that time might have done 
you More good than all the reſt. Neither will you loſe 
the Benefit only of part of it, but in ſome Meaſure of the 
whole too. All the partsof it being linked together in fo 
excellent a manner and Method, that they influence and 
afift each other. So that nothing can be omitted either 
by Miniſter or People, but the whole will ſuffer by it, 
and loſe ſomething of that Vertue and Efficacy, which 
otherwiſe you would find in it. 

Fourthl:, All the winle that you are in God's Houle, 
carry your {elf as in his ſpecial Preſence, and ſuitably 
to the Work you are. about; ſtanding while you praiſe 
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God, and kneeling when you pray unto him, as our 
Church hath dire&ed you. For though theſe may ſeem 
but little things in themſelves, yet they are of great Con- 
ſequence, both to our Worſhipping of God aright, and 
to our being edified by what we do, as I have ſhewed 
before. 

Laſtly, Take ſpecial care all along to keep your Minds 
intent upon the Matter ia hand. When you confeſs your 
Sins to God, do it with an hearty and (incere Repentance 
for all the Errors of your Lite paſt, When the Abſolu- 
tion is pronounced, receive it with a firm and ſteadfaſt 
Faith in Chriſt our Saviour. When you repeat or ſing 
the Hymns and Pſalms, raiſe up your Spirits as high as 
you can to-joyn with thoſe above 1n prailing and magni- 
tying the Eternal God. When the Word of God is read, 
hearken diligently unto it, and conſider ſeriouſly what he 
that - made you faith to you, and requireth of you , 
and reſolve by his Blefling to believe and live accordingly. 
And all the while that you are upon your Knees, putting 
up your Peitions to the moſt high God, let your whole 
Souls be employed in it, earneſtly deſiring the good things 
you pray for at his Gracious Hands, and humbly confi- 
ding on his faithful Promiſes for the granting of them, 
By this means you will perform reaſonable Service unto 
God, and by conſequence that which will be very accep- 
table unto him, and as profitable and edifying to your 
ſelves. Whereas they that do not obſerve this Rule, 
cannot be properly ſaid to pray, or ſerve God ar all. 
And therefore it is no Wonder that they come to Church, 
and hear the Common-Prayer read, and yet are no way 
edified by it. Indeed it is impoſſible that they ſhould. 
For as much as all the Benefit and Edification that we can 
poitibly receive from any of our Devotiens, depends 
very much upon the due Intention of our Minds 1n the 
Performance of them. To whach, as I have ſhewa, both 
a Form oi Prayer in general, and ours 1n particular, js a 


very great help. 
Do 
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Do but obſerve theſe plain and neceſſary Rules in 
uſing of the Common-Prayer (without which you can- 
not be truly ſaid to uſe, but rather to abuſe it) and you 
will ſoon find what I have ſaid about it to be true, even 
that Al Things in it are done to Edifying, And there- 
tore I would to God that not only you that hear me at 
this time, but all the People of the Nation, could be once 
perſwaded to do ſo. What an holy Nation, what a pe- 
culiar People ſhould we then become ? How pious ro- 
wards God ? How loyal to our Soveraign ? How Juſt and 
Charitable to one another ? For by our conſtant Wor- 
ſhipping Almighty God in ſo ſolemn and devout a manner 
as this is, our Hearts would be over-awed with fo great 
a Fear of his Divine Majeſty, that we {hould never dare 
willingly to offend him. Our Mind would be filled and 
impregnated with ſuch a Senſe of his Power and Soveraign- 
ty, that we ſhould honour and reverence it 1n thoſe alſo 
whom he hath ſet over us. Our whole Souls would be 
raiſed up ſo much above the World, that we ſhould not 
do an ill Actto gain it wholly to ourſelves. In ſhort, we 
ſhould be every Day edified more and more in Faith, in 
Love, in Humility, in Self-denial, in Temperance, in 
Patience, inall true Grace and Vertue : And ſo we {hould 
g0 from Strength to Strength, from one degree of Grace 
unto another, until at length we arrive at Glory and Per- 
feQion in the higheſt Heavens, where we ſhall ſpend 
Eternity it felf in praiſing and adoring the moſt high 
God; as for all the other Mercies which he hath vouch- 
ſafed to us, ſon a particular Manner for our being Mem- 
bers of ſuch an Apoſtolical Church,” wherein all things 
aredone to edifying, 

Which God of his infinite Mercy grant we may all do 
inand throughour Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,to whom 


with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Gtory, 
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11, Letters Philoſophical, Moral and Divine, to the Reverend 
| Mr. Jobn Norris, with his Anſwers. 


Theſe eleven written by the Reverend Mr.Fohn Norris, Rector 
of Bemerton near Sarum. 


_ —_ OT 


i. A Treatiſe of Sacramental Covenanting with Chriſt. 
| 2. An Explication of the Creed,theTenCommandments,and the Lord's Prayer. 
b- 3. A Dialogue between Two Proteſtants. 
| a. Poetick Miſcellanies. | {7 $2 

5. The Chriſtian Monicor, The EighteenthEdition. Price 3 4. having already ſold 
7@ thouſand, and thoſe that are Charitably diſpoſed may have them for 20 s. the 
Hundred. Theſe Five written by the Reverend Jo. Rawler, B.D. Author 


of the Chriſtian Monitor, 
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| Malebranch's Search afcer Truth, or a Treatiſe of the Nature of the Humane 
Mind, and of its Management for avoiding Error wi the Sciences, Done out of 
| French from the [aft Edition, In two Volumes. 


: 4 $5 
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